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Original Hobo Nickel FUN 2000 Auction 


Not only do we look forward to the 
Florida United Numismatists Con- 
vention every year, but also the Origi- 
nal Hobo Nickel Society auction that 
isheld. This year's auction was held 
on Saturday, January 8, 2000 in 
room 311D of the very beautiful and 
spacious Orange County Convention 
and Civie Center. This was Auction 
#8, of the Original Hobo Nickel Soci- 
ety. The 27 page catalog had a total 
of 69 Hobo Nickel lots. With only 
three lots to the page and enlarge- 
ments of every lot, we really don't 
have to look at them, to bid for them. 
Inany instance, the vast majority are 
authenticated and come with papers. 
The photos were wonderful and the 
“auction catalog is a real keeper,” for 
any numismatic reference collection. 
As in the past, the Auction followed 
the OHNS meeting, which started at 
10:00 A.M. Because of duties I, 
(John) couldn’t attend the meeting, 


Lot #1 - a beautiful carving of a 
woman (Monique?) brings in high 
bid of $1900. Probabie artist: 
George Washington “Bo” Hughes. 


by John and Nancy Wilson NLG 


At the auction: (L to R) Willy, Jacquie, & 
Zemo (at the podium) 
but heard it was informative and well 
attended. 

Arriving at the auction room a few 
minutes before 11:00 A.M., I took my 
usual seat in the back of the room. 
Over 50 people were in attendance for 
the sale. In order to bid in an OHNS 
sale you have to be a member. Sev- 
eral joined before the auction started. 
Knowing several of the bidders, I 
wished them well and wished them 
well on their bidding. We will not 
cover every lot and try to pass on to 
you a feeling of the sale from an 
attendce’s point of view. The auction- 
eer was Bill “Zemo” Fivaz. Handling 
the book bids was Ray “Erie” Flanigan, 
who was assisted by his wife Jacquie, 
and Dave “Willy” Wilson. Before the 
start of the sale Zemo said that he ac- 
cepted no unlimited bids, The logic 
for this is that collectors of Hobo Nick- 
els have a real passion for them and 
would place unlimited bids on certain 
items they really wanted. IfZemo had 
two unlimited bids on the same item, 
the price might be that of the $1,000 
1882 Gold Certificate that sold in the 


CAA sale in early January for 
$935,000. The majority of pieces that 
were sold had two authenticators 
grade the pieces. If we mention only 
one grade, that means that both au- 
thenticators agreed; otherwise both 
qualities (grades) are mentioned. The 
method used to produce the Hobo is 
also mentioned. It should also be 
noted that all lots had authentication 
papersasthisisa requirement for any 
coin submitted, 

About 11:10 A.M. the first lot 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC, 


PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 


Well here Iam as your new presi- 
dent of our fun-filled organiza- 
tion. I plan to promote the con- 
tinuing popularity of collecting hobo nickels, those elusive 
pieces of folk art we so cherish and enjoy. 


Tbegan collecting hobo nickels back in 1986, Previously, I 
had bought and sold a few dozen of them in my token and 
medal mail bid sales, mostly ones received on consignment. 
Twas tempted a couple of times to start collecting them. 
Back then (early 1980s) nice average old hobo nickels were 
selling for about $6.00 to $10.00 each, with the best ones 
(spectacular superior quality works) rarely going for over 
$20.00. 


I decided to begin collecting after buying a group of ten 
hobo nickels from a coin dealer at the Brimfield, Mass. 
antique flea markets. I paid $100.00 for them, and kept 
the best seven to form the core of my collection. And I 
kept buying up alll the hobo nickels I could for the next six 
or so years, without much competition, while the prices 
were low. Over those years, the best pieces increased in 
value to about $50.00 each. But after our organization 
was formed, prices began to shoot upwards rapidly. 


If you have any suggestions for improving OHNS, let me 
know. I can be contacted by mail: Stephen Alpert, Box. 
66331, Los Angeles, CA 90066, or by email: 
“spalpert@flash.net”. 


Two possible book projects I envision are 1) a reprint of all 
the back issues of Bo Tales through 1999, in the form of a 
soft-covered book to be sold by OHNS. And 2) a similar 
reference guidebook on all the known hobo nickel mak- 
ers, old to modern, named and nicknamed, with photos of 
the works of each. 


Ifyou like these ideas, let me hear from you, 


Steve “The Big One” Alpert 


2 BO TALES. 


OHNS Meeting 
Minutes... 


OHNS Board of Directors 
January 7, 2000 


Members of the out-going and in-coming Board of Diree- 
tors of the Original Hobo Nickel Society met on Friday, 
January 7, 2000. In attendance at the dinnermeeting were 
Bill Fivaz, Ray Flanigan, Gail Baker, James Taylor, Archie 
Taylor, and Dave Wilson along with guests Jacquie 
Flanigan, Elaine (Mrs. Archie) Taylor, Marilyn Fivaz and 
Doug Bird. Missing were: Dallas Shaw, Steve Alpert, Jeff 
Daniher, Don Farnsworth, Chuck “Buddha” Irwin, and 
Fred Benson. All of the missing officers had given their 
proxies to an officer in attendance. JT Stanton was avail- 
able via phone. 


NEW OFFICERS 

President Bill Fivaz introduced those present and an- 
nounced the new slate of officers: 
Steve Alpert, President 

Archie Taylor, Vice President 
Jeff Daniher, Secretary 

James Taylor, Treasurer 

Gail Baker 

Fred Benson 

Don Farnsworth 

Chuck Irwin 

Roman Luzecky, Editor 

Bill Fivaz 


THANKS 

Members of the out-going Board expressed their pleasure 
with the new officers. Until now, a majority of the work 
has been done by a select few. With this election, the OHNS 
is heading into a new era - one that we all feel very good 
about. 


AUCTION STIPENDS 

As has been the policy in past years, the board agreed to 
pay Bill Fivaz.2-1/2% of the proceeds from the OHNS Auc- 
tion. Bill handles all aspects of the auction (except the cata- 
Jog). The board also agreed to pay Gail Baker 2-1/2% of 
the proceeds of the auction for reading the catalog for pub- 


lication. continued on page 6 
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‘Thanks to “Erie” it was an outgoing “bored” meeting. Outgoing lett to right; Dallas 


crossed the block. Erie called out $20 
and Zemo tried to get more, but the 
crude quality and carved hobo of an 
“Indian wearing hat” sold to the book 
for the opening bid. Lot #2, an aver- 
age quality “Domed hat hobo” opened 
at $50 and this carved piece sold to 
the floor for $75. Lot #5 was a high 
average quality “Bearded man with 
derby hat” and this carved piece 
opened at $60 and sold to the floor for 
$70. Another average quality and 
caryed “Domed hat hobo,” in Lot #5, 
opened and sold to the book for $60. 
Lot #7 another "Domed hat hobo that 
Willy yelled ont that it was possible 
“Wimpy,” opened at $100 and sold to 
an OHNS LM (Life Member) for $140. 
One grader had this carved piece av- 
erage and the other above average. 
‘The “Hobo with back pack,” in Lot #8, 
in above average and average, per the 
other authenticator opened at $60 
and this carved piece sold to a new 
member for $180, The under bidder 
looked disappointed. 

Lot #9 a carved “Altered Liberty 
Head” on a Morgan Dollar, in below 
average quality opened and sold to the 
book for $50. Probably one of the few 
bargains in the sale, but in our opin- 
ion it just didn’t look attractive. Lot 
#11, a “Helmeted Napoleon III” on a 
French 10 Centimes, in high average 
opened at $40, and this carved piece 
sold to a new member for $70. The 


Shaw, Gail Baker, Ray Flanigan, Bill Fivaz. 


following two lots were also “Hel- 
meted Napoleon IIT’s on 10 Centimes 
pieces in average and carved sold for 
$50 and $80 to the floor. Finally a 
“Bo,” we could see everyone squirm- 
ing in their seat in anticipation of the 
opening bid. Erieyelled out $250. and 
several arms shot up. Up and up it 
went until this carved and probable 
George Washington “Bo” Hughes 
“Bearded” man with cap” in above ay- 
erage sold to anew collector for $550. 
‘The book had a strong bid of $500. 
Seven Ron Landis pieces also went 
under the hammer and these wonder- 
ful “Superior” quality and “Engraved” 
pieces all went well. We have always 
said that if Ron were born in the 
middle 1700’s our early American 
coinage would have been much more 
attractive. Heis an amazing artist that 
is probably equal to anyone in the 
world who designs or engraves coins 
ormedals. Such a high tribute for Ron 
Landis is well deserved for this excep- 


tional and very talented artist. Lot 
#18 led off his work and the “Lovely 
lady” opened and sold to the book for 
$300. Maybe everyone was asleep 
when Zemo called out the opening bid. 
“Michaelangelo” opened at $760 and 
sold to. a new member for $800. The. 
“Hiking hobo” opened at $550 and 
sold for $1,100 to the floor. A “Viking 
Warrior with horned helmet” opened 
at $800 and sold to the floor for $950. 
‘The “Bearded man wearing derby hat” 
opened at $550 and when the book 
dropped out at $750 it sold to the floor 
for $800. Before this lot sold Bill 
“Zemo” Fivaz said before the sale of 
the last “Derby hat” piece that if he 
didn’t put his initials on the individual 
pieces (that “Bo and Bert” actually 
did) you would be confused and think 
you are looking at a “Bo” or “Bert” 
work. That says it all because we all 
know how much money “Superior” 
“Bo” and “Berts” bring. The “Warrior 
woman” opened at $350 and sold to 
the floor for $600, The next lot a 
“Long nosed man wearing top hat” 
opened at $850 and sold for $1,100 
tothe floor. So ended the Ron Landis 
section, and hopefully in the next auc- 
tion more of his marvelous pieces will 
be consigned. 

Lot #25, a carved artist Sonny Car- 
penter piece of a “Bald-headed man” 
in above average and superior quality 
opened at $200 and sold to the floor 
for $350. Sonny works for Ron Landis 
and is well known for his exceptional 
pieces. Lot #26 another Sonny carved 


continued on page 4 
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No one was caught sleeping during the general meeting though a few nods were noted. 
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piece of a “Brahma bull” in superior 
quality, opened at $200 and sold to 
the floor for $450. A “Bearded man 
wearing derby” in Lot #28 did pretty 
good. This carved low above average 
and above average piece opened at 
$400 and sold to the book. The first 
grader had it above average but “low” 
inthe above average range. The other 
grader had it in the above average 
range. The “Derby man” had the most 
pieces in the sale and the higher the 
quality the higher the price. Lot #33 
a crude and chiseled piece of a 
“Bearded subject” on a mercury dime 
opened at $32 and sold to anew mem- 


A few hungry ‘men of the road’ in the 
form of Ron Landis and Joe Rust are 
enthusiastic about “Coolies” stew. 


ber for $40. Remembering some sales 
a few years ago, a piece in this condi- 
tion would have sold for $15 or $20. 
Lot #34 an “Indian” that was in aver- 
age quality opened at $32 and sold to 
the floor for $70, This piece was ham- 
mered and was on an Indian cent. 
Twenty-six George Washington 
“Bo” Hughes pieces followed and for 
the majority did well, Lot #38 high- 
lighted a very exceptional run of eight 
self-portraits of “Bo” by “Bo” as he 
aged. This “Self-portrait of “Bo”” in 
average and above average quality 
opened at $400 and sold to the book 
for $1,200. The other pieces averaged 
between $400 and $650. Lot #45, a 
“Bearded man with derby hat and 
carved date” opened and sold to the 
book for $800. This above average 
quality and carved & punched piece 
was probably done by Bertram 


-4 BOTALES 


Weigand (?). The date “1937” was 
carved over the original date. A 
botched nose hurt the sale of a “Bo” 
“Santa” contained in Lot #57. This 
below average, machined piece 
opened at $141 and sold to the floor 
for $150. Thecuperior “Bo” in Lot #61 
did far better than the poor “Santa” 
in the last described lot did. This 
carved “Bo” of a “Woman” (possibly 
Monique in one grader’s opinion) 
opened at $900 and sold to a floor 
bidder after great competition for 
$1,900, The cameo-like carving of the 
probable Monique is going to a good 
home. Several of the other interested 
bidders will have to wait for the next 
“Monique” to come up for auction. 
Our question is, will there be another 
Monique on the block in the future. 
Time will tell. Lot #62 contained an- 
other “Bo,” of a “Bearded man with 
derby hat.” The high above average 
quality carved piece opened at $650 
and sold to the floor for $750. The last 
lot we will talk about is Lot #64. This 
carved above average and above av- 
erage high Hobo of an “Ethnic man 
with beard and derby hat” opened at 
$250 and sold to the book for $400. 
Lot #68, a “Bearded man with derby 
hat” in superior and high above aver- 
age quality. This carved piece opened 
and sold to the book for $1,000. After 
Zemo hammered it down he said that 
he hada book bid of $2,200 which left 


‘Captions and photos submitted by 
Dave “Willy” Wilson. 


a 

“Cookie” guards the Mulligan Stew 
everyone gasping. You have to real- 
ize that this isn’t a “Bo,” or a “Bert,” 
ora “Ron” ora “Sonny” piece but and 
unknown artist. The pieces in this 
condition by unknown artists usually 
sell between $250 and $600. Further- 
more the “Bearded man with derby 
hat” is by far the commonest of Hobo 
Nickels. For the piece to open and 
close for $1,000 is exceptional. /Bi 
passed on this information to us and we 
will pass it on ta you, “I just found out 
last night fiom the mail bidder why this 
went for a much higher price that those 
in the audience anticipated (remember 
the gasps when I announced what the 
bidder was willing to go to get the piece? 
(over $2K). It sold for $1,000, and the 
bidder (youll appreciate this!) told me 
that he bid so high because he used to be 
a boxer and this guy reminded him of 
several of his friends! Net story!”}. Fin- 
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Fivaz, Don Haley, Jacquie (behind Don) 
Flanigan, and seated Bill "Zemo” Fivaz, 


ishing out the auction member Archie 
Taylor donated two “Hobo” T-shirts 
for auction with the funds to go to the 
OHNS. The first one opened at $5 and 
sold for $30 and the second opened 
at $20 and sold for $40. 

What a great sale of Hobo Nickels 
this was. It took about an hour to sell 
the 69 lots and two hobo shirts. Bill, 
Ray, Dave and Jacquie all did a mar- 
velous job for the OHNS. All the bid- 


ders were pleased with the lots that 
they were able to secure. We want to 
sincerely thank “the great one” Bill 
“Zemo” Fivaz for looking over the 
story and making some suggestion 
and a few corrections. We can’t wait 
for the next auction, which will prob- 
ably be at next year’s FUN show. 

We hope you enjoyed our story on 
the sale and until next time. Peace and 
happiness to you all. 


My Journey to the Original Hobo Nickel Society 


It began with Frederic Remington, 
‘Twenty years ago | bought a sculpture 
ealled “The Rattlesnake” and started 
a long affair with Remington and his 
works. Today I have an extensive li- 
brary and a number of prints and rep- 
licas. Ten years ago I left a long-time 
employer and as a going away present 
they gave mea sculpture. They got it 
only slightly wrong. It was not 
Remington's “The Norther” but 
Fraser's “End of the Trail”. Close. But 
T also liked it and read the article in 
the Encyclopedia Britannica on James 
Earle Fraser. I had just finished put- 
ung a date set of Lincoln cents to- 
gether, so I started on a set of Buffa- 
Toes. 

Five or six years ago in a coin cata- 
log froma country auction in Sheffield, 
England, I saw listed a Buffalo Nickel 
depicting a hobo. Itcostme 6 pounds. 
Itwas interesting and 1 added it to my 
nickel run asan oddity. Twa years ago, 
I bought a book on Hobo Nickels and 
gained a boxcar of new knowledge, At 
the same time it dawned on me that I 
must have 50 books on Remington, 
but none on Fraser. So T thought Td 
run out to Barnes and Nobles and get 
‘one. Silly me. James Earle Fraser has 
less ink on him then The Man Who 
Wasn't There. There seems to be only 
5 0r6 publications that speak of Fraser 
and his life, and they are primarily 
catalogs, an anthology, and Dean 


by Harry Waterson 


Krakel’s wonderful book on acquiring 
the monumental “End of the Trail” for 
the Oklahoma National Cowboy Hall of 
Fame. In a rather incestuous way, 
these works all seem to cite each other 
ina round robin of footnotes. There is 
much truth to Aline Saarinen’s title for 
her profile of Fraser in the New York 
Times of May 1951: she called him the 
“Most Famous Unknown Sculptor”. 

So I began to research Mr, Fraser, 

and I noticed two things. He had done 
a number of medals and medallions in 
addition to his monumental seulp- 
tures. Fora sculptor the bulk of whose 
medallic output occurred between 1915, 
and 1925, a remarkable number are 
still awarded today, including: 
The Navy Cross, Thomas Alva Edison 
Medal of the A.1.E.E., American Acad- 
emy of Arts and Letters’ Gold Medal, 
American Institute of Graphic Arts’ 
Special Medal of Award, Admiral 
George Wallace Melville Medal of the 
American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers, and Yale University’s Henry 
Elias Howland Memorial Medal. 

Thave no proof of this, but he could 
very well be the most “awarded” artist 
of the Twenticth Century. 

My second observation is that the 
Buffalo Nickel, his medallic master- 
piece, is a further extension of his lon- 
gevity as an artist. Its Indian head is 
the canvas upon which so many other 
artists—Burt, Bo and their legions— 


have made their chiseled statements 
right up to the present day. Each time 
an artist takes a completed Mobo 
Nickel out of a coin holder, the credit 
should read “Hobo Nickel by d 
from an original idea by James Earle 
Fraser”. Certainly Fraser is the m 
“adapted” artist of all time. And 
like Fraser gave his permission when 
he allowed Charles Barber to “fix” his 
nickel (right after it was first issued) 
with the Type 2. Hobo Nickels are just 
Type 3s on up. 

Fraser was for many years an arbi- 
ier of taste in the world of sculpture, 
and he exercised great influence on 
other sculptors from his position as 
sculptor member of the Federal Com- 
mission of Fine Arts, and as president 
of The National Sculpture Society. 

He must have seen some of the 
“Type 3°s produced during his life- 
time—he was active right up to his 
death in 1953. I haven't found a ref- 
erence anywhere, but 1 sincerely hope 
he enjoyed them and the idea of them. 
Ido, and as long as someone is look- 
ing atone of his Indian Heads and see- 
mg in it something else that he can 
create, that spark that began with 
Fraser in 1912 continues to glow. The 
OHNS is there to make sure that the 
bushel that hides that light is made of 
glass. 


's 
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Minutes 


Contined from Page 2 


ANA SUMMER SEMINAR 
2000 

One of the original goals of the cor- 
poration was to raise money for schol 
arships for the ANA Summer Semi- 
nar. In 1999, OHNS donated $1000 
to the ANA for YN scholarships and 
paid tuition, room and board for two 
adult members to attend Seminar. It 
was decided to continue to donate 
$1000 to the ANA in 2000 for (2) YN 
scholarships and to fully fund 2 adult 
scholarships to includetuition, double 
room and board at The Colorado Col- 
lege ($479) and travel (up to $500). 
Gail will send a letter to all members 
advising them of the scholarships. 
‘Names will be picked at random from 
those who express an interest in be- 
ing included in the draw, Members of 
the OHNS Board will not be eligible. 
It was also decided that members who 
would agree to take one of the com- 
puter classes, and who would agree to 
set up aclub web site, would be given 
priority in the selection. 


AUCTION 

‘The board agreed that the addition of 
modern hobo nickels to the OHNS 
Auction adds to the interest and vari- 
ety and the practice will be continued. 
All coins need to be authenticated by 
OHNS. It was also agreed to allow 
items RELATED to hobo nickels or 
hoboes to be included (such as post- 
cards). These items would not be au- 
thenticated. 


SATELLITE OHNS MEETINGS 

On the agenda for discussion was 
whether OHNS should have meetings 
at other shows besides FUN. The cur- 
rent board felt this should be a deci- 


Cans 


sion for the new board, but supported 
the idea. 


OHNS/LTS/TAMS 
RELATIONSHIP 

‘There was discussion about joining to- 
gether with other clubs (The Token 
and Medal Society and/or The Love 
Token Society) at shows to help with 
table staffing. The current board felt 
this was a decision for the new board. 


TREASURER'S REPORT 

A financial statement prepared by 
Treasurer Dallas Shaw was distrib- 
uted and examined. The corporation 
is in good financial health. Members 
who would like a copy may request it 
from the secretary. ‘The summary will 
appear in Bo-Tales. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in the OHNS stands 
around 350. Renewals are coming in 
at a very high percentage with less 
than 60 members who have not re- 
newed (YET!) for 1999. The database 
has been transferred from Gail Baker 
to Jeff Daniher. It was decided to send 
cach new member an introductory 
newsletter, membership card and 
back issue(s) of Bo Tales. The By Laws 
were changed to read as follows: [The 
Secretary shall] Receive all applica- 
tions for memberships and renewals; 
furnish each new member with a wel- 
coming letter, membership card, copy 
of the By Laws and Code of Ethies and, 
ifavailable, the last copy of the publi- 
cation [Bo Tales] as soon as possible. 
The word “club” was changed to “cor- 
poration” in the next paragraph. 


It was further suggested that the new 
board appoint someone other than the 
secretary to handle sales of back is- 
sues of Bo Tales and other items the 


corporation has available for members 
from time to time. 


BY LAWS 

The changes to the By Laws were ap- 
proved as mailed, with the exception 
of the section on the duties of the sec- 
retary. (See previous notes on mem- 
bership). 


INSURANCE 

James Taylor reported on the cost to 
insure authenticators to handle coins. 
It was decided to continue without the 
coverage as there has never been a 
problem and should one occur, it was 
felt it could be handled by the corpo- 
ration, 


FLORIDA AGENT 

The board voted to retain Dallas Shaw 
as the registered agent for the corpo- 
ration. 


BOARD POSITION 

The by laws were changed to include 
the immediate past president as a vot- 
ing member of the board. The duties 
would be advisor to the president, 


Out-going President, Bill Fivaz ex- 
pressed his thanks to the board and 
his faith that the new board will be the 
best yet. Gail Baker thanked Bill Fivaz 
on behalf of the membership of OHNS 
for his dedication, enthusiasm and 
unselfish hard work over the last 8 
years. 


‘The gavel has been passed. 


Meeting adjourned 9:00 PM. 


OHNS BY-LAW CHANGES 


The following are changes to the 
OHNS by-laws as adopted by the 
Board atthcir meeting on January 8, 
2000. The changes are in bold and 
italicized, 


Page 3, Section 3: The Board of Di- 
rectors shall hold its annual meeting 
at the same place as (and immedi- 
ately proceeding) each annual meet- 
ing of the members, the results of 
which shall be reported to the mem- 
bership at the annual meeting. If 
necessary, as a result of comments 
or suggestions brought up by the 
membership at the annual meeting, 
the Board shall meet as soon after 
that the meeting is deemed appro- 
Priate, with the results made avail- 
able to the members in the next is- 
sue of the corporation publication. 


Page 4, Section 3A: (Add) (7) The 
immediate Past President shall serve 
‘on the Board of Directors and shall 
have full voting privileges. 


Page 4, Section 3, (1): Recaive all 
applications for membership and re- 
newals; within ten (10) days furnish 
each new member with a welcoming 
letter, membership card, copy of the 
by-laws and Code of Ethics and, if 
available, the last copy of the cor- 
poration publication as soon as pos- 
sible; keep detailed up-to-date 
membership records; furnish infor 

mation as to changes to the member- 
ship caused by resignations, deaths, 
and those dropped because of failure 
to renew membership and those ex- 
pelled by the Board of Directors; 
make regular revisions to the mail- 


ing list and provide up-to-date mail- 
ing labels to the publisher prior to 
the scheduled release of each cor- 
poration publication; provide the 
Editor with a list of new members 
according to the publication sched- 
ule. 


Page 4, Section 3C, (6): Keep a true 
record of the Board of Directors 
meetings and send a copy of same to 
all Board members within two weeks 
of the meeting. 


Page 5, Article Publication: The 
official publication of the corpora- 


tion shall be known as Bo Tales. It 
shall be published and distributes in 
accordance with (omit “this consti- 
tution”) the by-laws and in accor- 
dance with regulations prescribed by 
the Board of Directors. (The by-laws 
documentis a combination of the old 
Constitution and by-laws). 


For a full copy of the by-laws send 
stamped ($ 0.55) self addressed en- 
velope to Jeff Daniher, P. O. Box 
54583, Cincinnati, OH 45254-0583. 


Daye "Willy" Wilson, one of our dedicated authenticators, is not hopping e train to 
get out of town, but Dave did have the opportunity to board the caboose of the 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo where he was staying one evening in Chattanooga. 
When we first saw this photo, it appeared Willy had his Hobo nickels in the sack 
and was trying to escape town. What better evidence than this photo? 
Thanks to member Jim Majoros for providing the photo and caption. 
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ODGEPODGE 


by Stephen P. Alpert, OHNS LM-i0 


TWO NEW CURRENT HOBO, 
NICKEL ARTISTS. 

Last year I was exposed to two 
present-day makers of hobo nickels, 
via the Ebay Internet auction site, 
where their nickels were being auc- 
tioned. The artists are Cinco de 
Arturo of Deiroit, Michigan, and 
Arthur L, Hutchison, Jr. of Carson, 
Mississippi. I purchased 3 works of 
each, which are illustrated here (pho- 
tography by Bill Fivaz). 


CINCO DE ARTURO 
(Note: all of the biographical infor- 
mation below on Cinco de Arturo was 
obtained through a friend of his father. 
Cinco de Arturo wants to maintain a 
low profile; he doesn’t want a lot of 
people recognizing him.) 

Cinco de Arturo is a very talented 
nickel carver. His works are very de- 
tailed, and in high relief. Many of his 


carvings are of people he knew or who 
influenced him, He also makes the 
standard hobo nickel design (man 
with derby and beard), but his per- 
sonal subjects’ pieces are the most im- 
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pressive. 

He began carving nickels about 20 
years ago, and reportedly learned the 
art from old hobo nickel carvers. 
Cinco also is a talented wood carver 
and jewelry maker. He lives in the 
metropolitan Detroit area. When he 
falls on hard times, he sells his hobo 
nickels and other “tramp art” cre- 
ations on Springwells Ave. in Detroit, 

Cinco de Arturo uses graver tools 
to makehis hobo nickels. It takes him 
from 2 to 4 hours to carve a nickel, 
He signs his nickels “CdA” which he 
engraves on the reverse of the coin. 
“Cinco de Arturo” is his artistic nick- 
name; he is of Honduran-American 
ancestry. 

The first Cinco de Arturo nickel I 
obtained (for $90) is titled “Malice 
Green,” done in 1999 on an XF 1937 
nickel. [Figure 1] Malice Green was 
35 year old black drug addict who 
died after a beating received in an al- 
tereation with two Detroit police of- 
ficers on Nov. 5, 1992. There was 
much controversy whether he died 
from the beating or from drugs; he is 
a martyr to Afro-Americans in De- 


troit. 

T found a photo of Malice Green on 
the Internet, and he looked a lot like 
the portrait on the nickel. The Afro 
hairdo is nicely done. The profile is 
masterfully altered to a flat nose and 
Jarge nostril and lips. The ficld is beau 
tifully deepened and smoothened 
around the head, There is also a nice 
ear and simple collar. 

‘The second Cinco de Arturo nickel 
Tbought on Ebay (for $59) is “Gi 
Butcher”, on a VF 1936s coin, made in 
1999 {Figure 2]. Cinco worked for Gill 
as a delivery boy when he was 14 to 16 
years old. Gill on the nickel has 
glasses, and parted very finely en- 
grayed hair. Again the field is deep- 
ened and smoothened. 

The third Cinco de Arturo nickel I 
purchased on Ebay (for $80) isa great 

oie Tem 


Figure 3 


carving of a witch [Figure 3] made for 
the 1999 Halloween season. It’s ona 
VF 1936 nickel, The witch has a 
pointed hat, long pointed nose with 
wart, open mouth with teeth, and long 
straight hair (covers most of the ear). 
‘The field is very deeply carved. A re- 
verse of one of Cinco's carvings, show- 
ing his CdA signature, is illustrated 
[Figure 4]. 

As you can see, Cinco de Arturo is a 
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Figure 4 


very talented and versatile hobo nickel 
maker, Interestingly, you can rear- 
range the letters of “Cinco de Arturo” 
to get “Order acoin cut” (or other per- 
mutations of these words). 


ARTHUR L, HUTCHISON, Jr. 
Arthur, age 57, has been making 
hobo nickels as a hobby for the last few 
years. He once had a coin shop in 
Hattiesburg, Miss. One day someone 
came in with a very nice 1913s Type-I 
hobo nickel, which he tried to buy but 
his escalating offers were refused. So 
he decided to make his own hobo nick- 
els. He made gravers from nails, and 
he hand-carves his nickels the old 
fashioned way. His interesting web 
site illustrates his tools and step-by- 


step pictures of creating a hobo nickel, 
and iJlustrates most of the hobo nick- 
els he has made. You can get to his 
web site by first going to http:// 
members.ebay.com/aboutme/ 
hutches and then clicking on the link 
to his hobo nickels web page. 

Since Arthur uses the standard de- 
sign and old techniques in making his 
hobo nickels (no power tools or 
punches), his creations may easily be 
mistaken for old hobo nickels, if the 
shine and polish of the freshly worked 
metal is artificially removed or natu- 


- rally toned. But his style can be rec- 


ognized (see the two standard design 
nickels below, Figures 5 and 6). The 
hair-beard-mustache is made with 
Jong parallel grooves. The ear is some- 
what angular, with a thick rim and 
hollow interior. The back of the hat 
brim hasa3-D wrap-around. And the 
profile is unaltered, 

One of the nickels (the 1917) has his 
signature “AH” engraved on the re- 
verse between the buffalo’s legs [Fig 
ure 7], T believe he is now signing all 
his works in this manner, 

Arthur is selling his nickels on 
Ebay, where they are bringing only 
about $10 to $20 each. He devotes 
several hours into creating each one. 
Heis currently experimenting in carv- 
ing hobo nickels on silver war 


Jefferson nickels, which are softer and 
thus easier to work. 

The third piece I bought from 
Arthur is his witch hobo nickel. He 
saw Cinco de Arturo’s witch nickel on 
Ebay, and this is his rendition of that 
design. [Figure 8] 


1949 HOBO CONVENTION 
COVER 
Anice cachet postal cover from the 
1949 Hobo Convention at Britt, Iowa, 
appeared for auction on Ebay late last 
October. I was not the winner, but I 
printed out the illustration of the 
cover, which is reproduced here {Fig- 
ure 9] with the permission of the seller 
continued on page 10 
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Figure 9 


who created the scan. The return ad- 
dress is given as Hobo Camp, Britt, IA. 
It’s a nice item from the convention, 
which was the topic of my previous 
column, 


1934 PRESIDENT, ORDER OF 
HOBOES 
Another interesting item I discoy- 

ered on EBAY is this posteard-like real 
photo [Figure 10] with plain back. 

Pictured is a strange-looking and at- 
tired individual, identified as C. C. 
Wilson, Natl. Pres. 1934, Order Of Ho- 
boes C. A. C. The bottom line reads 
Compliments of “Bo” Fishback. I'm 
not familiar with either of these 
names, nor the organization. If any 
readers 
can shed 
some in- 
forma- 
tion, 
please let 
us know. 


THE EARLIEST PICTURE OF A 
HOBO? 

Wonders never cease on Ebay. This 
old check appeared recently [Figure 
11]. It’s a somewhat generic check 
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with 


two vignettes, a hobo at the left and a 
dogona safe on theright. But thedate 
on the check is 1866! Here we havea 
great picture of a hobo, bindle stick 
and all, which must have been printed 
in 1866 or earlier. That's quite early 
for a picture of a hobo. Itis believed 
that hobos originated after the end of 
the Civil War, when many returning 
soldiers had no where to go or just 
rode the newly created railroad lines 
looking for work. 

So what we might have here is the 
earliest known picture of a hobo. The 
engraving pictures a young man 
(whieh is consistent, as there 
shouldn't be any old men hoboes at 
this time), wearing a broad hat with a 
ribbon, a shirt and searf, a jacket (?) 
over his right shoulder, and belt and 
pants. There is a hint of a patch on 

his right knee. 


cM 
Enlargement of Hobo 
on Check 
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In the back- 
ground isa ship 
in water. Rem- 
nants of a piece 
of paper read- 
ing No P is at 
the upper left 
corner of the 
check; this eov- 
ers most of 
Pennsylyania and the end of the stick. 
I don't understand the nature of 
this check, which is for $36.00, At 
Sight to be paid to some National 
Bank, in full for coal? To date, with 
the same charged to the account of 
Warren & Gannier, Urbanna, 0. The 
printer's signature is in the lower left 
corner: W. S. Haven, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
There is writing and notes by an E.G. 
Wiley on the back. An embossed cir- 
cular seal (illegible) is on the hobo. 
Tm not aware of any other 19! cen- 
tury pictures of hoboes. If any mem- 
bers know of any, please report in. 


Ta 
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JOHN HAMBY (RM #315) - HOBO 5¢ ARTIST 


by Bill Fivaz 


What a surprise I had when our Secretary/Membership 
Chairperson (“Bo-ette”) forwarded some comments on to 
me from a member in Tennessee who recently renewed 
for 3 years. John Hamby (RM #315) mentioned on his form 
that he was still making hobo nickels, so | immediately 
contacted him to see what I could find out about him 
and possibly 
Photograph 
some of his work. 
| John was very 
| kind, and sentme 
several pieces to 
photograph as 
well as his story 
on how he be- 
came interested 
in these minia- 
ture spotlights of 
history. He gave 
me permission to 
do an article on him for BO TALES, so here is John’s story 
as told by him: 

“[ have collected coins for fifty years, My first hobo 

nickel was in 1960 when I bought some coins and one was 
in with the batch, It was an ethnic man with a punched 
beard, and he was wearing a stingy billed derby. The field 
was not buffed. I tried my hand at it and made one exactly 
like it. So, T 
made many 
different, gave 
some away and 
sold some at 
auctions. 
I grew up in 
Rockwood, TN, 
near the rail- 
toad tracks, 
and it was 
called the 
“Tennessee 
Central Rail- 
road”. I saw many hoboes that had a special place they 
would meet in the woods and talk, and I would sit and 
listen. 

Some had good stories and they would ask me to find 


them food and I did. 


They would tell me 
how they would 
slowdown atrainso 
they could get on 
them. They told me 
they would soap the 
tracks for 100 ft. on 
both sides of the 
rails to slow the en- 
gine down so they 
could hop on. So, 
being a kid, as Twas, 

I did it myself and it worked. 

Por ycars I made hubu uickels and did not put my ini- 
tials on them as I thought it was defacing money. I have 
seen some in magazines know Imade, but [have no proof. 
Now, I know Ron Landis.., he is the top choice and #1 in 
my book and I will never be that good! 

Thand engrave these with old watch engraving tools used 
to engrave old watch cases. I don’t remember how many of 
these I've made, somewhere around 75- 100. One of these 
I borrowed back from one of my friends. I spoke with him 


and told him about sending them in and he was glad to 
loan it to me. He has shown it to everyone - it is of Presi- 
dent George Washington. | did him around 20 years ago. 
Lots of comments on it (see photo). 

Talso nse a small 2 x 4 cut with a hole the depth of a 
nickel to work on these (see John’s drawing),” 

OHNS is most grateful to John Hamby for sharing his 
story (and works) with us, [fanyone else out there has even 
attempted to carve a hobo nickel (and I know of at least 
three that have!), let's hear from you ... your story would 
be fun to read and you'd be helping our Editor put the next 


issue together. 
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Lost Treasure Found 


By Portia A. Hood 
RM# 415 


First matter of detail, I mean no disrespect to “Hobos” by 
referring to the enclosed item as “Tramp Art.” I became 
interested m Hobo nickels a few years ago through a friend, 
and of course that interest created a curiosity about the 
whole lifestyle of the Hobos. I read every book I could find 
onthe subject and thatis how ame upon abookon Tramp 
Art. As soon 
as I saw the 
pictures, 
knew I had 


of folk art of | 
this type be- 
tore. And 1 
knew exactly 
where I had 
seen itbefore 
- in my| 


attic! As a 
child, | loved 
to snoop 
through] 
things (and 
still do) and1 
discovered : 
this piece, f - 
but had no idea what it was. I went straight to the attic, 
straight to that spot and there it was! 


It ends up this particular piece of Tramp Art was a gift to 
my grandmother from a gentleman who was passing by. 
According to my dad, my grandmother was always good 
for a sandwich or meal, and T guess this was a thank you 
gift. My dad says it has been in our attic as long as he can 
remember, and he is 76 years old. 


‘My grandmother's house is on a road between two towns 
with railroads - Mount Airy, Maryland and Union Bridge, 
Maryland. She lived on Buffalo Road, and the red barn of 
our neighbor's was known as a sleeping place for the men 
passing through. I just felt lucky to have this piece of the 
past to tie in with my present fascination. 


el 2am 


You Decide 


Mary Ann Mellema 
RM# 187 


“L was jungled up in some bushes alongside the tracks 
just outside the railroad yards in Eureka. There was a 
spring in the bushes and at least twenty bums around 
smoky fires. Left in my pack was a handful of flour and a 
small lump of bear fat. I hauled it out and made a twig 
fire, made it away from the others, feeling I was no bum 
as they were. Sure, I was going to hop a freight, was broke, 
but I was no drifter. 1 was squatting in the rain ina hobo 
jungle because I was looking for a new way to make a 
living, taking my chances in the mountains of Northern 
California”. 


So hegins the autobiography of Clyde Rice in his 1987 
book entitled Night Freight, published by Breitenbush 
Books of Portland, OR. 


What is the difference between a hobo, a bum, and a 
tramp? A hobo is a man who travels to work. A tramp is a 
man who travels and won't work. A bum is a man who 
neither travels nor works. 


If you want to get the “feel” of the Depression Era and 
the struggle for survival against the elements and condi- 
tions of the era by desperate and displaced men, this book 
is for you! 


Was Clyde a “hobo”, a “bum” or a “tramp”? You decide! 
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John and Nancy Wilson 
9353 SW 92nd Place Road 
Ocala, Florida 34481-6502 


Original Hobo Nickel Society Editor or Secretary 
Dear OHNS Members: October 18, 1999 


I sincerely want to thank the members of the Original Hobo Nickel Society who are members of the American Numis- 
matic Association for casting ballots in the 1999-2001 ANA elections. Talso want to thank the many OHNS board mem- 
bers and regular members who supported my candidacy, Over 30% of the ANA membership voted in this election (1999- 
2001), which had 15 candidates for Governor. | am humbled and honored to be elected to a third term as Governor, 
especially with so many excellent candidates in the running, 


My promise to all ANA members is that I will always strive to do what is best for the numismatic hobby and Association. 
T also promise to work with the rest of the board and ANA headquarters staff for a better Association. My agenda is 
always for the ANA membership and I feel my time is your time. I welcome any and all of your input. 

This will be my last term as an ANA Governor and I plan to run for Vice President in the 2001-2003 election; and then 
for President in the 2003-2005 election. The year 2003 will by my 25th year as an ANA member. Nancy and I have 
recently moved to Florida from Wisconsin and if you have any pros, cons or ideas regarding ANA, (or wani to become a 
member) please write or fax me at: 9353 SW 92nd Place Road, Ocala, FL. 34481-6502, FAX (352) 291-0776. 

In closing I am proud to be a Life Member of the Original Hobo Nickel Society. 


Yours in Numismatics, 


John Wilson 


‘The Nevada State Railroad Museum in 
Carson City, NV exhibited Women and 

The American Railroad, an exhibit by 
Shirley Burman. This photo was provided by 
Larry Demangate, RM# 199 and published in 
Sagebrush Headlight, the newsletter of 

the Nevada State Railroad Museum, 
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SPIKE FOR 2000 


‘This last year Thad an occasion to do business with a 
company whose office was on one side of a railroad 
track and their parking lot on the other side. Cross- 
ing the track one 
day I sawa section 
crew changing out 
cross) ities oh 
stopped for a mo- 
ment and watched 
them pulling rail- 
road spikes and 1 
remembered our 
hobo — speaker 
from last year say- 
ing howimportant 
it was for each 
hobo to have a 
spike to stop the 
box car door from closing on his legs. 


Trelayed this story to the section foreman and asked 
would it be possible for me to have 25 or go of the 
spikes to give to our members this year, He told me 
he would leave some spikes for me by the signal arms 
that I could get after my business meeting. 


Tt was after dark when I left my meeting and sure 
enough as I approached the signal arms there was a 
metal can sitting there. Picking it up, I carried it to 
the car and did not look in it until the next morning. 
To my surprise it did not contain used railroad ties, 
but new ones. They were somewhat rusty; I wiped 


them clean and sprayed them with a clear plastic. 


Over the next couple of weeks my enthusiasm of hav- 
ing these for the 
group grew and I 
wondered how I 
could make them 
even more spe- 
cial. It came to 
mind thata friend 
of mine had a set 
of alphabetical 
dies. I decided to 
stamp each spike 
with OHNS FUN 
2000. 


So, for FUN 2000 
Thave for each of you your own railroad spike! 


I took a spike to the post office, had it weighed and 
the cost to mail a spike is $3.00. If any member is 
not at FUN 2000 and would like to have a spike 
mailed to them, they can send the postage to me at 
the following address and I will ship the spike: 

J, Kimzie “Spike” Cowart 

P 0 Box 3081 

Cocoa, FL 32924 


P.S. My “spike paperweight” sits proudly on my desk. 
It is a great conversation piece! 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
FOR THE PERIOD 
JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31. 1999 


Beginning Balance - General Fund $4,943.51 
Beginning Balance - Scholarship Fund 6,154.82 
Certificate of Deposit 2,821.93 


General Fund Revenues 


Merchandise sales 
Authentication 

Auction Commission 
Interest (checking acct) 


Total Revenue 


General Fund Expenses 
Supplies & Miscellaneous 
Postage 
Authentication 
Merchandise (Hobo Tokens) 
Guest Speaker FUN 99 
Annual Meeting FUN 99 
FL Corporation Fee 
Newsletter (Bo Tales) 
Dues (ANA. FUN. TAMS. LTS) 
FUN Table Fee FUNoo 


Total Expenses 


Scholarship Fund Revenue Donations 
Scholarship Fund Expenses Scholarships 


Closing Balance — General Fund $ 10,002.07 
Closing Balance — Scholarship Fund 3,326.82 
Certificate of Deposit 2,933-59 


Total Balance On Hand $ 16,262.48 


1999-2000 HOBO NICKEL TOKENS NOW AVAILABLE!! 


‘We have just received the latest in the series of OHNS Tokens made for the club by Ron Landis, of The Gallery Mint. 
As youcan see, Ron has the OHNS mascot “Nick” on the obverse of the new token and the old locomotive reverse. NEAT! 


You may order immediately ($10.00 each) from Fred Benson, 9862 Hawthorn Glen, Grosse Ile, MI 48138. Sce elsewhere 
for tokens that are still available from previous years... Be sure your set is complete! 


~ 1999 OHNS Nickel Obverse 2000 OHNS Nickel Obverse 


16 BOTALES 
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Fred says he still has the following material ready to ship to any member who hasn't ordered yet. Also, the hobo tokens by Ron Landis 
are great additions to your collection... take advantage of their availability now and get a complete set. 


+ Del Romines’ first Hobo Nickel Book SOLD OUT” 
+ Del Romines’ second Hoba Nickel Book SOLD OUT* 
+ OHNS T-shirt with Hobo 5 on front (Large or Med.) SOLD OUT 
+ OHNS T-shirt with Hobo 5 on front & back (Diff) (Lg.) SOLD OUT 
+ 1992 Hobo Token by Ron Landis (Hobo oby/Buff.Rey) $10.00 

+ 1993 Hobo Token by Ron Landis (Clown/Buffalo) $10.00 

+ 1994 Hobo Token by Ron Landis (Baseball Cap/Buffalo) $10.00 

+ 1995 Hobo Tokens [Train] SOLD OUT 
+ 1996 Hobo Token by Ron Landis (Pirate/Buffalo) $10.00 

* — 1997 through 2000 Hobo Tokens $10.00 each 


*Del Romines’ first and second Hobo Nickel Book available through Stanton Printing, 115 Echols St., Savannah, GA 31406 


Photos of the available tokens are shown here to entice you! 


% Back issues of BO TALES and Auction catalogues with prices realized are also available to members - write Fred Benson, 9862 
Hawthorn Glen, Grosse Ile, MI 48198, to ask what is available. BO TALES issues are $3.50 ea. and Auction Catalogues are $4.00 


Common Reverse 
on all tokens 
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THE ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


P.O, BOX 54583 > CINCINNATI, OH 45254-0583 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM. 


CO Please enroll me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. as indicated, 


(Please renew my membership (member number ___) as indicated. 


Os years @ $40 O13 years @ $25 Oi1year @10 
C1Life @ $250 (Youth under 19 @ $5 [Associate @ $5 (no mailings) 
[am also enclosing a donation of for the OHNS Scholarship program. 
Name: Moniker (Nickname): 
Address: = 
Phone: ——— 


agree to abide by the Society’s Code of Ethics. 


Signature of Candidate Sponsor's Name 


OHNS Advertisement Policy and Rates 


1, Prices quoted are for camera ready display copy. 
2, Graphic layout and design @ $25 per hour is available. 
3. Pictures or graphics are encouraged. 


4. Payment in full must be submitied with ads, Make checks payable to: Original Hobo Nickel Society. 
5. All ads must be related to Hobo Nickels or associated materials or subject matter. 
6. Dealers must adhere to our Code of Ethics. 

Numismatic flyers can be inserted and mailed with Bo Tales for as little as $150. 


Annual -4 Publications Single Issue -Bo Tales _ [Single - Auction Catalogue 
Full Page $225.00 $100.00 $125.00 
Full Page w/Cover $250.00 XX KX 
Half Page Ad $150.00 $75.00 $100.00 
Quarter Page Ad $100.00 $50.00 $75.00 
Inside Cover KX xx $175.00 
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THE ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


P.O. BOX 54583 ¢ CINCINNATI, OH 45254-0583 


HOBO NICKEL AUTHENTICATION SUBMISSION FORM 


Submissions will be reviewed by at least two authenticators who will give independent opinions on the originality, type, 
method(s), artist, condition and quality of the carving. Each coin will be photographed and described. Carvings consid- 
ered to be original (not modern) will be registered and numbered. Please submit one form with each coin to one of the 
following authenticators: 


Bill Fivaz Steve Alpert 
P.O. Bux 888660 P.O. Box 66331 
Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 Los Angeles, CA 90066 
Owner's Name: OHNS Membership #. 


Address 


Owner's value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance): $ 


‘Members: $15.00 per coin® orten or more coins - $12.50 per coin* Non-Members: $25.00 per coin™ 
“Includes postage and insurance up to $100.00. If you desire additional insurance, indicate the amount and include 
the additional cost. 


Tunderstand that the opinions rendered are strictly that, opinions, and are not a guarantee that the item is genuine. It is 
however, the best considered judgement by qualified specialists in the area, but others may reach different conclusions. 


(1 authorize OHNS to use a photograph of this coin. OT authorize OHNS to use my name (not address), 


Signature of Submitter Date 


Please make all checks payable to: 
Original Hobo Nickel Society 
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Your Board (But We're Not!) 


The Big One and 
Chief Cook and Bottle Washer «...sssvsesssesnseseseraneeee 
Town Crier and Keeper of the Campfire .... 


Head Scribbler .... sechvBee 
Trouble Maker..... 

Bean Counter 

Night Watch 


Started-It-All...... 
Know-It-Alls (Authenti 


If it's wrong, blame “Bubba” « P.O. Box 15487 « Savannah, GA 31416-2187 
1-800-828-8306 


Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 54583 
Cincinnati, 0H45254-0583 


++. Steve Alpert 

Archie Taylor 

Jeff Daniher 

Chuck “Buddha” Irwin 
... James Taylor 


James “Dictator” Taylor 


Don “Sport” Farnsworth 
Del “Slickrock” Romines 
Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 

Don “Sport” Farnsworth 
Dave “Willy” Wilson 
Steve Alpert 


